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Letter to the Editor 


'm hoping you might find a space in the December 
2007 edition to record my response to being elected 
an Honorary Life Member as reported in the November 

edition. 


| do appreciate the kind words of Graeme Tribe and 
Geoff Mathison, the committees recommendation and 
my election by the members. It is an honour. 


The highlight for me at that election was the members 
spontaneous request to include Shirl for her 
contribution to our club. Shirl has always supported my 
involvement in environmental matters, but more than 
that she has arranged fund-raising outings, attended to 
club social activities and meticulously kept financial 
records of club-related events (e.g. SEANA Campout at 
Forrest) which boosted club funds. Many others have 
also contributed without recognition; they deserve not 
only our thanks but also tangible recognition. 


Graeme was 'spot on' when he said | represented the 
‘learners’. | do. | am one and | am in awe of those 


The December meeting... 


knowledgeable naturalists in our club and in naturalists’ 
clubs and similar associations across Australia. 


There are thousands of new and long-time Australians 
who are interested and want to learn about Australia's 
unique biodiversity and what sustains that life. Clubs 
have huge opportunities and the thousands need to be 
made more aware of those opportunities. 


If any event | have organised has led to a better 
understanding of our local or distant biodiversity then 
my mother's words ‘always leave a situation better than 
you found it' have been heeded. Mothers are very 
special people. 


Not one of the events I've been credited with would 
have occurred, let alone be successful, without all those 
involved applying their natural talents. 

Thank you 


Dick Southcombe 





... 1S a members night. Roy Whiteside will be telling us about his trip to the Middle East. 


There is no meeting in January. 


Se Spe Spe Spe Spe Spe Sp Sp Sp Se Se Se Spe Spe Spe Spe 


The committee wishes all in the club 





a very happy Christmas. 


Se Spe Spe Spe Sp Sp Se Se Spe Spe Spe Spe Sp Sp Se Se 


We welcome 


Richard Brown of Highton, Julie Lee of Norlane, Stuart Quick and Madelyn McMahon of Newtown 
and 
Bill Stent of Kew 


to the club and wish them a long and happy association. 


Members are encouraged to arrive 
early at general meetings. 


The photo on the front cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of Pussy-tails Ptilotus spathulatus 


located in the woodland on the Mason property at Bannockburn. See p. 13. 


The room will be open at 7.15 pm to 
allow members to chat to other 
members and visitors. 


The photo on the back cover, by Lorraine Phelan, is of a huge old Manna Gum on the 
Mason property at Bannockburn. See p. 13. 





Excursion to the Armstrong Creek area 


{2 hardy souls joined Valda Dedman for the first 
‘summer weather’ excursion of this season. We had 
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...Deborah Evans 


Food and drink beckoning, we settled around the shaded 
table at Stewarts Reserve (a small roadside reserve 


to be dragged away from our starting point at Jerringot, as created where the road detoured round Armstrong Creek) 


perfect views of a Reed Warbler, Baillon's Crake, an 


Australasian Grebe with 
nesting material on its 
back, and what someone 
referred to as the Black 
Duck's seven 'ducklets'’, 
were too engrossing. 


With Elaine Carbine's talk 
on the proposed trail along 
the Barwon in mind, we 
headed to Woolscour 
Road, the only point in the 
vicinity where the river can 
be easily accessed by 
conventional car, 
especially after rain. We 
then headed into market 
garden territory (| now 
know where our onions 
come from!) to see the 
area that had been the 
Sparrovale experimental 
farm in the early years of 
the 20th century. This area 
is earmarked for 
‘employment land’ in the 
Armstrong Creek Urban 
Growth Plan. 


Then it was off down 
Horseshoe Bend Road to 
the corner of Lake Road 


for our first significant biodiversity conservation area. A 
stop along the way revealed a crop of peas, and a 
pleasant roadside fringe of eucalypts, melaleucas, 


bursaria and she-oaks. 


With our bird list growing satisfactorily, we started adding 


A lament for the Spirit of Willem Banup 
by Lou Lane* 


Go out along the Torquay Road, beyond the Black Rail-line 

To contemplate some history. | know you won't decline. 

There is a track called Stewart's Lane which winds beside a stream 
Where still the giant redgums stand above the herbs to dream. 


Since ancient times to black men known, this place called Toolimbeal 
A camping site to roving clans who loved warm earth to feel. 

They rested on their journey west from Conniwarri Lake 

To reach the Barwon River there, the running eels to take. 


‘Twas in this place on Armstrong’s Creek, when all his folk were gone 
An aged man, a Wathaurung was feeling sad and lone 

Invaded by a white Man’s ill, so weary and so weak 

His mem’ry counted every time he’d camped beside this creek. 


‘King Billy was his white man’s name. He sighed, as in a dream. 
He gazed about the camping place with dying eyes agleam. 

His sire had named him differently, the morning of his birth. 
Thus did the last indigene prepare to leave this earth. 


No more he’ll see the pretty flowers which flourish by the stream 
(He passes through the waving grass as silent as a dream) 

No more he'll sing the mysteries of which old legends tell, 

We pray that Billy’s wandering soul may find a heaven to dwell. 


*Lou Lane was a member of this Club and still receives the Geelong 
Naturalist, which she reads avidly. She carried out scholarly research 
on local aboriginal history and culture and wrote many articles for our 
magazine. She was instrumental in having then name Jerrringot 
adopted for the former Belmont Common Wildlife Reserve. 





for lunch before exploring the reserve, which contains 


some delightful sections of 
reed-lined creek, but oh so 
many weeds! 


Well fortified, we headed for 
Mt Duneed. There were 
spectacular views south 
from along Mt Duneed road, 
but we wanted more, so 
while some folk settled in 
their chairs beside the oval 
at the Mt Duneed Recreation 
Reserve, the remainder 
climbed up through the 
grassland of the Pony Club's 
cross-country circuit to the 
top of Mt Duneed for 360 
degree views. The grassland 
was full of small treasures— 
convolvulus, cranesbills, 
blue squill and wallaby 
grasses—making it a most 
satisfying walk. 


Our final two stops were 
opportunities to see 
Armstrong Creek further 
upstream; at Airport Road 
and then on the corner of 
Boundary Road and 
Ghazeepore Road. This last 
stop is a small reserve 


created to commemorate the one-acre reserve set aside in 
1861 for the remaining seven members of the Wathaurong 
people. It was a chance to get the maps out again that 


Valda had prepared and summarise the key features we 
would like to see preserved when the ‘fungus' (i.e. the 


to our plant list as we walked along the roadside 


vegetation on Lake Road. The private property on the 
corner contains a magnificent stand of old floodplain River 
Red Gums, amongst which the rare natural hybrid, 
Eucalyptus x studleyensis is thought to occur. 


Excursion invertebrate list 


Lake Road 38°14'10" 144°21'16" 
Gorse Spider Mite Tetranychus linearius 
White Tussock Moth Acyphas sp. 


Ant Camponotus claripes 


Stewarts Rd Reserve. 38°14'23" 144°20'54" 
Meat Ant /ridomyrmex purpureus 


Plan area. 


...Dave King 


suburbs) overwhelms this delightful rural area. 


Many thanks to Valda for planning such an interesting tour 
through what was only a small sample of the important 
biodiversity spots in the Armstrong Creek Urban Growth 


Stick Looper Arhodia lasiocamparia 
Dragonfly Aeshna brevistyla 

Common Brown Heteronympha merope 
Cabbage White Pieris rapae 

Common Froglet Ranidella signifera 


Mt. Duneed Reserve. 38° 14' 29" 144° 18' 42" 
Painted Lady Vanessa kershawi 
Dragon Fly Aeshna brevistyla 
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Excursion bird list 
...Pat Streefkerk 


Jerringot 

Australian Wood Duck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Chestnut Teal 

Hardhead 

Australasian Grebe 
Hoary-headed Grebe 
Baillon’s Crake 

Purple Swamphen 
Eurasian Coot 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 

Welcome Swallow 
Clamorous Reed-warbler 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 

Breeding: Pacific Black 
Duck with 7 ducklings 
Australasian Grebe carrying 
nesting material on its back. 


Woolscour Lane 
Black Swan 
Australian Wood Duck 


Little Pied Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Australian Pelican 

Cattle Egret 
Straw-necked Ibis 

Silver Gull 

Whiskered Tern 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 

Red Wattlebird 

Australian Magpie 

Little Raven 

Welcome Swallow, 
Breeding Black Swan on 
nest in borrow pit at railway 
crossing 


Tannery Rd 
Australian White Ibis 
Brown Falcon 
Spotted Turtle-dove 
Galah 

Rainbow Lorikeet 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Magpie-Lark 

Willie Wagtail, 
Noisy Miner 
Common Starling 


Lake Rd 
Crested Pigeon 
Galah 


Red-rumped Parrot 
Spotted Pardalote 

Superb Fairy-wren 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Grey Shrike-thrush 

Willie Wagtail 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Little Raven. 


Along Road 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill. 


Stewarts Reserve 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Whistling Kite 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Red Wattlebird 

Noisy Miner 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Grey Shrike-thrush, 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 


Along Road 
White-Faced Heron 


Mt Duneed Recreation 
Reserve 

Australian Pelican 

Straw Necked Ibis 

Galah 

Red Wattlebird 
Magpie-Lark 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Willie Wagtail 

Australian Magpie 


Airport Rd 

Masked Lapwing 
Common Bronzewing 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Red Wattlebird 
Australian Magpie. 


Duneed Aboriginal 
Reserve, Ghazeepore Rd 
White-necked Heron 
Yellow-tailed Black 
Cockatoo 

Superb Fairy-wren 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Magpie-Lark 

Willie Wagtail 

Australian Magpie 
House Sparrow 





Birds of far north Queensland-Bretan Clifford 
Bird Group meeting, 15 November 2007 


B retan Clifford, a member of the GFNC for some time, 
is a geologist specialising in mineral exploration. His 
employment has required him to spend much of the past 
year in north Queensland. At the November meeting of the 
Bird Group, he took time from a short return to Geelong to 
deliver a talk describing his bird-watching experiences in 
the area where he is now working. 


Far north Queensland includes an area approximately the 
size of Victoria, stretching from Cape York in the north to 
approximately the latitude of Townsville in the south. 
Naturally, Bretan has not been able to explore a large 
proportion of this country in the six months he has been 
based there. The area where he works extends throughout 
the Einasleigh Uplands and ranges from Georgetown to 
The Lynd, inland from Townsville. So far, he has only 
experienced the dry season. 


His talk was divided into four parts: a description of the 
birds he saw on a daily basis near his house in 
Georgetown; wetland birds of the district; birds in the 
bushland areas where he mainly worked; and birds of the 
coastal rainforest, which he has explored in only a limited 
way. His illustrations were taken from his own collection of 
photographs. 
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The area where he lives in Georgetown is fairly bare of 
trees but he has a good view of the neighbour's trees. The 
birds around his house are quite different from the species 
he is familiar with in Victoria. Apostlebirds are always 
present and Torresian Crows are also abundant. The more 
familiar Australian Raven is the other common corvid. 
Black-faced Woodswallows are always there, but as the 
wet season approaches, White-browed and Masked 
Woodswallows begin to appear. Both Black-faced and 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrikes are also common. He has 
been fortunate to get one good view of Ground Cuckoo- 
shrikes during his time there, although not near his house. 
The common large honeyeater in the town is the Blue- 
faced Honeyeater, taking the place and behaving in much 
the same way as the Red Wattlebird in the south. The 
common small honeyeaters are Brown Honeyeaters, while 
Yellow-tinted, Yellow and White-throated Honeyeaters 
appear towards the end of the dry season. Black Kites are 
the most common raptors, as expected. Double-barred 
Finches are always present in the town. The spectacular 
Great Bowerbirds are common town birds. Grey-crowned 
Babblers are always present near his house and were 
nesting in a nearby tree just before he left for Geelong. 
Fortunately, House Sparrows are rare in north 
Queensland. The Pale-headed is the local rosella species 


and is very abundant. Bretan has seen a Pheasant Coucal 
only once in the town, but they are common outside the 
town and unfortunately are often road-kill victims. Pied 
Butcherbirds are common and vocal in the town and 
Rainbow Lorikeets are abundant, as they are in Geelong. 
The other common parrot species is the Red-winged 
Parrot, which Bretan has found to be shy and hard to 
photograph. However, he has managed to get good 
pictures of Red-tailed Black-Cockatoos, which are very 
common in the district. Rainbow Bee-eaters, considered 
special birds around Geelong, are present in very large 
numbers in Georgetown. Ibises are not as abundant as 
around Geelong, but all three species can be seen. 
Restless Flycatchers are common, unlike the current 
situation in Victoria. Tawny Frogmouths in the Georgetown 
district are a different race from the southern birds and are 
often seen in trees around the town. 


The wetlands in the district are not ideal for bird 
photography, as their surroundings provide very little 
cover. The waterbirds tend to be timid and they usually fly 
off as people approach. Bretan has found that most of the 
waterbirds are species he is familiar with from southern 
Australia, although Chestnut Teal do not occur there. 
Northern wetland species included Comb-crested Jacana 
and Plumed and Wandering Whistling-Ducks. The areas 
around the wetlands, particularly Cumberland Dam, are 
the best places to find Plum-headed and Masked Finches. 
One very special wetland bird that Bretan was lucky to see 
was a Black Bittern, although unfortunately he did not 
have his camera with him at the time. 


In the bush, Australian Bustards are very common and 
seen every day at dawn and dusk. There are no foxes in 
north Queensland, so these vulnerable birds are secure in 
the area. The common finches in the bush are Black- 
throated, but these are not found in the town or around 
water. Gouldian Finches have been recorded in the district 
but Bretan has not yet been able to see them. Flock 
Pigeons are common in the bush and Bretan 
photographed a small flock of Spinifex Pigeons, which 





A happy coincidence. 


Photographer unknown 


were a Surprise, as the district does not have any spinifex 
country. Emus are not common around Georgetown, but 
become more abundant near the Great Dividing Range. 
Forest Kingfishers appear in the district as the wet season 
approaches. Other changes toward the end of the dry 
season are the appearance of Noisy and Little Friarbirds in 
the bush, as well as Blue-faced Honeyeaters and Great 
Bowerbirds, which are otherwise town birds. Bretan was 
pleased to photograph a Pacific Baza. Although the field 
guides do not show the range of this species extending to 
Georgetown, the local people told Bretan that they are not 
uncommon, particularly during the wet season. 


Bretan managed to find some spare time to make a two- 
week trip to the rainforest near the coast, visiting 
renowned birding areas such as the Atherton Tableland, 
Julatten, Mount Lewis and the Daintree-Cape Tribulation 
area. He described rainforest bird-watching as frustrating 
because leaves always seemed to get in the way ofa 
clear view and bird photography was almost impossible. 
However, at The Crater near Atherton, he achieved a 
personal goal of sighting a Southern Cassowary in the 
wild. Bretan's favourite rainforest bird is the Grey-headed 
Robin. It is not only quite large for a robin, but also tame 
and easy to photograph. His other major goal, the Beach 
Stone-curlew, was sighted several times, once on the 
Cairns foreshore and once on a beach north of Cairns. He 
also managed to find a Rufous Owl near Kingfisher Lodge 
at Julatten. This did not please the lodge owner, who was 
concerned about the local possum population. 


Far north Queensland has a bird list of approximately 500 
species. Bretan has seen only about 200, so there are 
plenty more for him to see and photograph. Bretan said 
that he misses the GFNC and the valuable sharing of 
experience and knowledge that he enjoyed in Geelong. No 
doubt, his talk and the pictures of spectacular birds will 
inspire some members of the club to take the time to visit 
him and benefit from his local knowledge while he is 
resident in north Queensland. 


New research project 


As part of the recovery project for the Growling Grass 
Frog, a number of historical and any newly reported sites 
will be surveyed this spring and summer. Habitat will also 
be assessed at each site. The results of the survey will 
provide data to develop survey and monitoring protocols, 
and to establish ‘clusters’ of populations for management. 


To report sightings of this threatened species, or for 
more information on this project, please contact: 


Garry Peterson, 

Threatened Species Project Officer DSE, 

Telephone: (03) 5561 9915 

e-mail: gary.peterson@dse.vic.gov.au 

For more information on this and other threatened species, 
as well as a related Growling Grass Frog project go to 
www.swifft.net.au. 
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Out and about 
In the red 


C olumns form as lava cools and shrinks. They start as 
cracks at the surface of the flow, gradually 
lengthening, sometimes splitting horizontally as well. 
Sheet-like lava flows usually produce the most regular 
patterns. The Organ Pipes at Jackson's Creek are a 
spectacular volcanic feature, with their tall dark columns 
set against a cliff-face. When we visited another set of 
organ pipes, in the Gawler Ranges National Park in South 
Australia, we were not prepared for the profusion or variety 
of columns. These 'pipes' were squatter and fatter and they 
covered whole hillsides. Some stuck out at odd angles like 
pointing fingers. They fitted together like five-sided jigsaws, 
although some lay on the ground like fallen 

monuments .They were granitic, not basaltic, and far older 
geologically than the ones at Jackson's Creek. And they 
were red. 





Photo: Valda Dedman 


We were on a very ancient part of the earth’s surface that 
had survived the splitting and merging of continents for at 
least 500 million years. It is known as the Gawler Craton. A 
craton (Gk. kratos = strength) is an extensive and very 
thick stable part of the continental crust, a block with a 
basement of complex crystalline and metamorphic rocks. 
This one formed (cratonised) ca. 1550-1450 Ma, during 
the Proterozoic era, the second great phase of crust- 
building, when the first-cooled rocks were remelted and 
changed, often into highly mineralized deposits such as the 
copper-gold-uranium deposit at Olympic Dam. The Gawler 
Craton covers approximately 440 000 square kilometres of 
central South Australia. 


In and around the Gawler Ranges the volcanics and older 
rocks were intruded by Hitalba Suite granites, some of 
which cooled into columns and blocks. Over millennia the 
covering surface has eroded away, exposing the fractured 
hillsides. 


We'd seen other exposed and eroded granite south of the 
ranges. Mt Wudinna is said to be the largest monolith in 
Australia outside Uluru. There, and at nearby Polda Rock, 
a stone fence was constructed in the 1920's around the 
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base to catch any runoff, which was then fed along stone 
channels into dams. We were perhaps lucky to experience 
the rare rain, although it stung my cheeks like icicles, and 
the brooding grey clouds were more like Scotland than arid 
South Australia. Happily, this was the last rain we 
experienced for the next three weeks. 





Huge decaying blocks on Pildappa Rock 
Photo: Valda Dedman 


Pildappa Rock, of orthoclase-rich pink granite, formed 1500 
million years ago as a dome (batholith) some 7 km below 
the earth. One side eroded away underground in a wave 
formation created by water seeping into the soil and 
chemically weathering away the minerals orthoclase and 
mica in the granite. On top, there were huge decaying 
blocks that seemed to teeter on the surface, tafoni (hollows 
eaten out underneath tors) and gnammas (round rock 
holes). 


All these rocks were also red, bare of trees and flowers, but 
often beautifully patterned with a covering of with green 
and grey lichens. 


Green and grey lichens can produce reds. Some of the 
Scottish tartan reds were obtained from lichens. Lichens for 
dyeing were very valuable 150 years ago and could fetch 
up to £1000 a ton in London. A cottage industry grew up in 
Scotland scraping lichen from rocks and a factory in 
Glasgow processed 250 tons of lichens for dye each year. 
The lichens were steeped in ammonia obtained from 
human urine collected from the back lanes. Rocella 
tinctoria was used to produce pink litmus paper until the 
1960s. Orcein, an approved reddish-brown food dye 
(E121), is obtained from this lichen. 


Red dyes have always been sought after, and sometimes 
obtained from strange sources. This leads me back to 
those organ pipes in the Gawler Ranges and a small white- 
flowered plant that had caught my eye. Wedged in among 
all the rocks was a tough little prickly plant. It was 
Scleranthus pungens or Prickly Knawel, of the same genus 


Continued on page 9 


Rambling on 
Triassic Park 


e lived in our current house in Bacchus Marsh for 

15 years before we discovered that a highly 
significant geological site is only a kilometre away. The 
Council Trench Reserve on Tramways Lane contains the 
only known outcrop of Triassic sedimentary rocks and 
plant fossils in the state. On 14/10/07, the reserve's 
Committee of Management conducted an Open Morning 
for Earth Sciences Week. With a bitter wind sweeping 
across the hillside, 45 people heard talks on the reserve's 
history, management, geology, plants and birds. | gave 
the presentation on birds with ten minutes’ notice! 


ee 
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The outcrop of Triassic sedimentary rock in the Council 
Trench Reserve, Bacchus Marsh, Oct. 2007. 
Photo: Marilyn Hewish 


In 1873, the site was designated as a quarry but the rock 


proved to be too soft for building and the initial trench was 


abandoned. In 1891, fossils in the rock were identified by 
Professor Fred McCoy as Triassic, about 230 million 
years old. When the land was advertised for sale for 
housing in 2000, the Geological Society of Australia and 
interested local people opposed the sale and eventually 
the land was made a reserve of 2.8 hectares. Under a 
Committee of Management, the reserve has been fenced, 
paths laid out, an information board erected, and weed 
and rabbit control programmes set up. 


At the Open Morning, Roger Pierson of Deakin University 
described the geology. The Triassic sediment stands out 
as a bright whitish outcrop in the side of the trench, and is 
a bed of sandstone and siltstone with layers of pebbly 
rock. The earliest deposits at the base of the layer 
occurred during periods of rapid flow or floods in a 
shallow freshwater river channel, and so the pebbles 
there are quite large. The deposits became finer grained 
higher up as the river channel was abandoned, perhaps 
because it changed course leaving a swamp or billabong. 
The Triassic sediment rests on a Permian deposit, 
indicating an earlier period of ice sheets and glaciers 
250-300 million years ago. However, by the Triassic 





= Oey A ee i 
Roger Pierson explains the geology of the reserve. The white- 
coloured Triassic outcrop can be seen on the right of the 


picture. 
Photo: Marilyn Hewish 





A plant fossil in Triassic rock from the reserve. 
Photo: Dean Hewish 


Victoria was largely an upland landscape with a cool, high 
rainfall climate. The Triassic siltstone layer shows the 
fossils of at least 20 species of ancient plants, poorly 
preserved and fragmented because of the fast flowing 
water. This was the time before the appearance of 
flowering plants (angiosperms). The fossils are mainly 
swamp plants such as ferns, liverworts, and giant 
horsetails. Plants that grew nearby on higher ground are 
also present: cycads, ginkgos, pines and the now extinct 
Seed Ferns (pteridosperms). Pieces of horsetail stems 
are the most common fossils. Leaves are uncommon and 
usually incomplete. 


Ferns and liverworts are of course still common here. 


Horsetails are currently almost worldwide in distribution, 
but no native species remain in Australia. However, exotic 
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A Horsetail plant on a roadside in New York State, USA. May 
2007. 





Photo: Dean Hewish 


wee or een §* BY 
The leaves of Ginkgo trees are preserved as fossils in the 
Triassic rocks. The Chinese Ginkgo pictured here is the only 


living representative of the group. 
Photo from Tullamarine Airport., Bob Reid. 


species have become naturalised in places and are 
considered to be noxious weeds. They certainly grow like 
weeds in New York, USA, where we photographed them 
along road verges in May 2007. Cycads are widespread 
in the tropics and subtropics. In Australia, they occur 
along the east and north-east coasts, in south-western 
WA, and, bizarrely, at Palm Valley near Alice Springs, 
where persistent natural springs allowed a remnant of a 
more widespread ancient population to survive. My only 
visit to Palm Valley was over 40 years ago, but I still 
remember the abrupt transition from desert into that lush 
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world of green cycads and palms (Red Cabbage Palms), 
rock pools and red cliffs. We have one species of native 
pine remaining in this area. White Cypress-pine grows in 
small patches around Bacchus Marsh and in the Werribee 
and Lerderderg Gorges. Some of the ginkgo tree (Ginkgo 
antarctica) fossils found at the reserve are well preserved. 
It's obvious from the fan-shaped leaves with radiating 
veins and wavy edges that they're related to the Chinese 
Ginkgo Ginkgo biloba tree, the only representative of the 
group currently surviving. Chinese Ginkgos are grown as 
garden plants in Australia. The photograph on the Council 
Trench information poster came from Tullamarine Airport. 
After a long search for a tree to photograph, Bob Reid 
was relieved to see one in the headlights as he drove into 
the airport carpark in the dark. 


At present, the Council Trench site is a small pocket of 
remnant vegetation in largely bare surroundings. There 
are a few Yellow Gums; shrubs are mainly Golden and 
Varnish Wattles, Tree Violets, Sweet Bursaria and Shiny 
Cassinia; saltbush is common (Ruby, Berry, Fragrant and 
Nodding Saltbush); and patches of Kangaroo Grass and 
Spear-grass occur in grassy areas. The bird list is 
limited—mainly what you'd expect in a small area 
surrounded by farmland and increasingly by housing. 
There are Red Wattlebirds, White-plumed and New 
Holland Honeyeaters, rosellas, lorikeets, Silvereyes and 
Brown and Yellow Thornbills. Spiny-cheeked 
Honeyeaters, Golden Whistlers and Flame Robins visit in 
winter. The grassland supports Yellow-rumped Thornbills, 
Superb Fairy-wrens, and occasionally Zebra Finches. 
Birds of prey often fly over, working the farmland and 
catching the thermals off the slope. We added Little Eagle 
and Brown Falcon to the bird list during the course of the 
guided walk. 


A stiff climb to the top of the reserve reveals a sweeping 
vista—a sight to delight the geologically minded. John 
Stewart described features spanning the Ordovician about 
450 million years ago to the present. We could see 
famous Werribee Gorge to the south-west; the granite 
mass of the You Yangs; the Korkuperrimul Creek cutting 
with Permian rocks below us; and the extinct volcano 
Mount Blackwood. We were standing almost on top of the 
Rowsley Fault, which is still active. 


Thanks to Bob Reid and the committee for arranging the 
Open Morning and for allowing me to use information and 
photographs on their poster, and to Roger Pierson and 
John Stewart for explaining the geology. Additional 
information: J.A. Webb and M.M. Mitchell, Stratigraphy 
and palaeoflora of the Triassic Council Trench formation, 
central Victoria, Proceedings of the Royal Society of 
Victoria 118: 113-127, and Bacchus Marsh Heritage 
Guide, 2003, Bacchus Marsh and District Historical 
Society Inc. 





Mid-week Bird Group outing to Serendip 
Thursday 25 October 2007 


he brightest of bright colours and a glorious serenade—a 
very peaceful morning at Serendip. 


Although it was a grey morning, the colours seemed very bright 
and the Blue billed Duck was aglow. Two Hardhead chicks were 
a treat on the Pond and Plumed Whistling Ducks appeared. 
Black-fronted Dotterels busily searched the nearest island to the 
birdhide window in the Marshland and Cape Barren goslings 
scurried. 


Bush Thick Knee and Tawny Frogmouth (captives) were nesting. 
Whistling Kite and Black Kite tussled in the blue and a Whistling 


Bird list 
Chestnut Teal 


Hardhead 
Little Pied Cormorant 


Royal Spoonbill 

Black Kite 

Whistling Kite 

Brown Falcon 

Purple Swamphen 
Ducky Moorhen 
Black-tailed Native Hen 
Eurasian Coot 
Blackwinged Stilt 
Black fronted Dotterel 


Australasian Pelican 
Nankeen Night Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Strawnecked Ibis 


...Nola Haines 


Kite sat fat and gloating in a eucalypt above the thickly crowded 
breeding colony of the Sacred Ibis on North Arm island. One 
Black-tailed Native Hen appeared on the far side of North Arm— 
wonder how many more were skulking in the vegetation. 


On a visit to the Brolga Breeding enclosure we were awed by a 
closeby serenade and wing dance from a Brolga pair with eggs 
on a nest. Wow! 


A very pleasant morning with good company and a Brolga 
surprise. 


Masked Lapwing 

Galah 

Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattlebird 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Grey Shrike-thrush 
Restless Flycatcher 


Magpie-lark 

Willie Wagtail 
White-winged Triller 
Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 
Little Raven 

House Sparrow 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Blackbird 
Common Myna 





Mammal trapping, Masons’ property, Bannockburn, October 2007 
GPS 38 03' 45"S, 144 07' 39"E. DSE Permit No. 10003784 


... frevor Pescott for the Mammal Survey Group 


he mammal search was undertaken as part of the 
biodiversity study of Masons' property that abuts the 
southern boundary of the Bannockburn Bushland Reserve. 


A total of 25 small Elliott traps were set, with 16 in an open 
Manna Gum woodland, 4 in grassland where there were 
scattered Hedge Wattles, and 5 along the bank of Sandy (or 
Spring) Creek beneath mature River Red gums. The traps were 
set on the afternoon of 18 October, and checked on 19 and 20 
October before being collected on the morning of 21 October, a 
total of 75 trap/nights. Bait used was a mixture of peanut butter, 
honey and oatmeal. 


Results: No animals were trapped, however the following 
incidental observations were made: 


Short-beaked Echidna: Diggings were noted in several places 
including in the nests of meat ants. 

Common Brushtail Possum: Scats noted, and two old skulls were 
unearthed. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Scats and some skeletal remains were 
found. 

European Rabbit: Some scats and scrapes were seen. 


Other fauna: 
Tree Dragon: one found on fallen Manna Gum branches. 


Birds: a comprehensive list is recorded on p. 11. 
Frogs: Pobblebonk Frogs in creek, calling. 


EVC Survey—Bellarine Rail Trail Moolap-Leopold 


n the final field trip of the EVC survey program for 2007, a 

handful of GFNC members combined to undertake a botanic 
survey in addition to the usual mid-week bird excursion on the 
Bellarine Rail Trail. In contrast to the two previous EVC surveys, 
this one occurred on public land. We studied the section from 
Whitehorse Road, Moolap to Melaleuka Rd, Leopold. 


Prior to its establishment as a Rail Trail in the mid-1990s, a 
comprehensive survey of indigenous vegetation was completed 
of on the old Geelong-Queenscliff railway reserve between South 
Geelong and Drysdale. One of the reasons for undertaking this 
present survey was to compare the findings from the original 
1995 investigation with the current state of remnant vegetation 
on the reserve. There are three volumes of the 1995 study, and it 
has the benefit of providing very detailed information on each 


...Bruce Lindsay & Barry Lingham 


section of the Rail Trail, including maps. Therefore we effectively 
had access to very fine resolution data, even down to reports of 
individual plants of noteworthy species. The specific Moolap- 
Leopold section was chosen as lower levels of weediness, and 
relatively good representations of indigenous species, were 
reported in the 1995 study. 


One preliminary finding | would make is that where species and/ 
or communities were reported to be at risk, have a precarious or 
marginal presence, along the Rail Trail in the 1995 survey, they 
had not survived the development of the Trail. In particular, of the 
list of species originally reported in this area the following appear 
not to have survived: Goodenia ovata (Hop Goodenia), 


Continued on page 12 
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Platypus 
Short-beaked Echidna 


Southern Brown Bandicoot 
Common Brushtail Possum 


Rufous Bettong 
Red-necked Wallaby 
Grey-headed Flying-fox 
Red Fox 

Red Fox 


Brown Hare 


European Rabbit (black) 
Bottlenose Dolphin 


23.10.07 
12.11.07 
28.07.07 
19.11.07 
28.07.07 
03.11.07 
15.11.07 
17.11.07 
18.11.07 


23.11.07 


11.08.07 
31.10.07 


Mammal report 


Mammal Atlas additions 


1 
1 
5 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 


—_ 


1 
8+ 


Winchelsea near railway bridge, in Barwon River 


Gum Flats Rd, 1km W of Forest Rd 
Little River, Earth Sanctuaries property 
Balyang Sanctuary, road-killed 

Little River, Earth Sanctuaries property 


Female with pouch young. Kent Rd, Forrest 
Flew into Moreton Bay Fig in Belmont, 9.00 pm 


Very small young. Karwarren, road-killed 
Vixen with small young, Loves Creek, 
Karwarren, 5.30 am 

Winchelsea, Cape Otway Rd near Deans 
Marsh Rd 

Yaugher Rd, Forrest 

Pt Lonsdale Bight, within 50 m of shore 


... revor Pescott 


NMc 


MHe, DHe 
TP 
TP 
TP 


TP 
TP 


PP 
BL 


Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; DHe, Dean Hewish; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; NMc, Neil Mcinnes; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; PP, Priscilla 


Pescott; TP, Trevor Pescott 


Comment 


The Southern Brown 
Bandicoots and the 
Rufous Bettong were 
seen in the car 
headlights at night, on 
the Earth Sanctuary 
property at Little River. 
While they were not 
‘feral’, they were outside 
the main fence, and 
there is always the 
possibility they would 
stray onto adjacent 
farmland. The 
immediately available 
habitat would be 
unlikely to suit either 
species—even if they 
could escape the 
predation of foxes and 
cats. 





A young Red Fox, Karwarren (see report above). 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Southern Brown Bandicoots prefer a dry heathy woodland 


such as exists on Eumeralla Camp near Pt Addis 

where they are resident, or coastal woodlands such as 
Edwards Point where they are now extinct. Unconfirmed 
reports suggest they may have been in the Brisbane 


Ranges until the 1980s. 


Rufous Bettongs are now extinct in Victoria, and there are 
few records of them—there is a specimen in the 
Melbourne Mueseum from Violet Town and another 
probably from Bendigo. Their preferred habitat is open 
woodland so the You Yangs may be suitable. But again 
predators would be a major problem for them to 

establish there. (Ref: Menkhorst, Mammals of Victoria) 
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Unconfirmed reports 
suggest that Eastern 
Quolls have also been 
found outside the 
enclosures too, so the 
above are included here 
to accurately document 
to the sightings. 


The two Red Fox 
reports confirm that it is 
now that the young 
animals are beginning 
to move away from their 
dens, perhaps in the 
company of their 
mothers. While looking 
along Loves Creek, 
hoping to find an Azure 
Kingfisher, | saw a 
young fox at what 
appeared to be a den. | 
went back the following 
morning before dawn, 
and saw a vixen with 


the young—unfortunately it was still too dark to take a 


photo! 


Next trapping 


| hope to do some trapping in the Otways near Barwon 
Downs this month, but times depend somewhat on the 
weather as | do not want to be out in very hot weather. 
If you would like more information phone me on 
5243 4368 (or 5236 6205 on weekends), email 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 





Plant Group 
Inverleigh Common excursion, 29 September 2007 


ur first stop was on Common Rd to check if the 

Creeping Mistletoe Muellerina eucalyptoides was still 
the guest of two old River Red Gums Eucalyptus 
camaldulensis; they are still living together. Whilst at this 
stop we walked through a grassland on the wide verge 
and along the edge of the bush. Our second stop was on 
Fern Track, the third near the north-eastern corner, the 
fourth beside a massed flowering of Creamy Candles on 
the western boundary and a fifth further south on the 
eastern boundary near a massed flowering of Red Parrot- 
pea. 


Monocotyledons 
Orchidaceae 
Caladenia carnea var. carnea Pink Fingers 
Cyrtostylis reniformis Small Gnat 
Diuris chryseopsis Golden Moths 
Liliaceae 

Chamaescilla corymbosa 
Dianella revoluta 
Thysanotus patersonii 
Wurmbea dioica 


Blue Stars/Squill 
Black-anther Flax-lily 
Twining Fringe-lily 
Early Nancy 


Dicotyledons 

Asteraceae 
Chrysocephalum apiculatum 
Siloxerus multiflorus 
Boraginaceae 
Cynoglossum suaveolens 


Common Everlasting 
Small Wrinklewort 


Small Hound’s Tongue 
...continued from page 4 


as the German Knot-grass S. perennis, which was 
cultivated in Eastern Europe in the Middle Ages and 
Renaissance times for the female larvae of scale insects 
Porphyrophora polonica (Polish carmine scales) that 
infested it. These were the European cochineal insects 
whose dried bodies provided red dye for centuries before 
the cheaper Mexican cochineal insect was introduced to 
Europe. In the 15th and 16th centuries the crimson dye, 





; rit 
St a eri 


TORTA 
2s 


Scleranthus pungens Prickly Knawel 


Photo: Valda Dedman 


...Dick Southcombe 


Convolvulaceae 
Convolvulus erubescens 
Crassulaceae 

Crassula sieberiana 


Pink Bindweed 


Australian Stonecrop 


Dilleniaceae 

Hibbertia riparia Erect Guinea-flower 
Droseraceae 

Drosera peltate ssp auriculata Tall Sundew 
Fabaceae 

Dillwynia hispida Red Parrot-pea 
Glycine latrobeana Clover Glycine 
Kennedia prostrata Running Postman 
Goodeniaceae 

Goodenia geniculata Bent Goodenia 


Haloragaceae 


Haloragis heterophylla Varied Raspwort 


Lamiaceae 

Prostranthera nivea Snowy Mint-bush 
Mimosaceae 

Acacia paradoxa Hedge Wattle 


Ranunculaceae 
Clematis microphylla 
Stackhousiaceae 
Stackhousia monogyna 
Stylidiaceae 
Levenhookia dubia 
Thymelaeaceae 
Pimelea humilis 


Small-leaf Clematis 
Creamy Candles 
Hairy Stylewort 


Common Rice-flower 


known as St John’s blood because the female larvae 
reached maturity about St John the Baptist's day (24 June), 
was one of Poland and Lithuania's chief exports. In 1534 
about 30 tonnes were sold in Poznań alone. 


| didn't know all this when | saw the white-flowered plant, 
so | didn't look for scale insects. In Asia red dye is obtained 
from exudations of another insect, Kerria lacca, that lives 
on banyan trees Ficus religiosa and Flame of the Forest 
Butea frondosa. This is also the source of shellac. Rose 
Madder was obtained in Europe from the root of madder 
Rubia tinctorium. \n Australia the aborigines of the 
Kimberley dye pandanus for weaving with the root of the 
Blood Lily or Scarlet Bloodroot Haemodorum coccineum. 
is a plant of the monsoon country, but strangely, there is 
one species, H. distichophyllum, that grows in Tasmania. 
Recently a red pigment, haemodorin, has been extracted 
from its roots. The Blood Lily has the potential to become a 
valuable cut-flower export. It resembles Kangaroo Paws 
and may fill a northern hemisphere winter market niche 


-e 


We have a famous source of red paint close to home, the 
one that was used on the Red Rattler trains that ran 
between Geelong and Melbourne. It is jarosite, found in the 
Jarosite Basin near Point Addis. It was mined in 1871 and 
again between 1926 and 1927. In 2004 jarosite was 
detected on Mars, which has been interpreted as evidence 
that the red planet once possessed large quantities of 
water. 
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Macro-invertebrates collected at Boonah 
16 September 2007 


A: part of this survey a series of pit-fall traps were 
installed, with the aim of obtaining some data in 


Collection of invertebrates was of a limited nature 
consisting of just pit-fall traps, thus results are biased 
toward terrestrial fauna to a large extent. Providing a 


Order 
Aran. 
Acar. 
Aran. 
Aran. 
Aran. 
Aran. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Col. 
Coll. 
Coll. 
Dip. 
Dipt. 
Dipt. 
Dipt. 
Dipt. 
Dipt. 
Dipt. 
Hem. 
Hym. 
Hym. 
Hym. 
Hym. 
Orth. 


Hym. 
Hym. 
Hym. 
Isop. 
Mol. 

Orth. 
Scor. 


Family 
Lycosidae 
Tetranychidae 
Argiopidae 
Lamponidae 
Clubionidae 
Dictynidae 
Scarabaeidae 
Carabidae 
Staphylinidae 
Curculionidae 
Attelabidae 
Isotomidae 
Neanuridae 
Perissommatidae 
Tipulidae 
Perissommatidae 
Phoridae 
Anisopoddae 
Asteioidae 
Chironomidae 
Lygaeidae 
Formicidae 
Formicidae 
Pergidae 
Formicidae 
Tetrigidae 


Formicidae 
Formicidae 
Formicidae 
Oniscidae 
Rhytidae 
Rhaphidophoridae 
Bothriuridae 


Upper gully, 38°25'00"S 143°56'30" E 


Sub-family 


NNN NN 


? 

(Larva) 
Psuedomorphinae 
Omaliinae 
Cossinae 

? 

? 

Uchidanurinae 


YVNN NN VN NN 'N 


Myrmeciinae 
Dolichoderinae 
? 


Formicinae 
? 


Lower gully, 38°25'06"S 143°56'07"E 


Myrmiciinae 
Formicinae 
Dolichoderinae 
? 

? 


10 Geelong Naturalist December 2007 


...Dave King 


extracting from leaf litter and beneath bark, from the soil 
and rotting timber, just name a few. This necessitates a 
relation to the EVC. (Refer to Bruce Lindsay’s report in the wide variety of equipment and many man hours. 

Geelong Naturalist for October, 2007.) 


Tables 1 and 2 give the survey results; traps were installed 
in two distinct areas, at the top and the bottom of the gully 
as each area supported a different EVC. Due to the limited 
collecting method no clear differentiation was evident in 
comprehensive collection needs a wide variety of methods the composition of invertebrates found in the two sites. 
such as foliage beating, netting, UV light attraction, 


Genus 
Lycosa 
Tetranychus 
Araneus 
Lampona 
Miturga 
Paramatachia 


YN NN N 


Folsomides 


NNN NN 


Silvicola 

? 

? 

? 

Myrmecia 
Iridomyrmex 
? 


Notomeus 
? 


Myrmecia 
Notoncus 
Iridomyrmex 
Porecellio 
Victophanta 
Macropathus 
Ceraphonius 


Species 


VN NNN NNN NN NNN NNN 'N 


dubius 

? 

? 

? 
simillima 
foetans 
? 


semisquamus 
? 


simillina 
spinsquamus 
foetans 
laevis 
compacta 

? 

squama 


Bird list 


Masons' property, Masons Road, Bannockburn, 21 October 2007 


...cOllated by Barry Lingham 


Location: 144° 7'54"E 38° 3'44"S Datum GDA94 
Observers: GFNC Survey Team. 
Habitat: Grassy Woodland. Dominated by Eucalyptus viminalis. Some old trees and many saplings ~10 years old. 


Common name 
Australian Shelduck 
Whistling Kite 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Peregrine Falcon 
Common Bronzewing 
Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Crimson Rosella 

Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 

Red Wattlebird 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Eastern Yellow Robin 
Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Willie Wagtail 
White-winged Triller 
Masked Woodswallow 


White-browed Woodswallow 


Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 
Little Raven 
White-winged Chough 
Welcome Swallow 
Common Starling 


Comment 

On dam to east of property 

Seen gliding overhead on 2 occasions 

Gliding overhead on two occasions. 

Single bird. Circling on a thermal and then moving over the canopy. 

One noted in bushland. 

Several pairs flying over. 

Small flock of about 10 birds flying over and resting on a tall Manna Gum 

A pair flying over. 

A pair in the bushland. 

A single bird seen. 

Several in Manna Gums in the eastern section. 

Some noted in areas with ground cover (Acacia paradoxa) 

About 8 birds noted, calling loudly and feeding amongst the saplings 

Several birds calling. One noted carrying nesting material (grass) 

About 8 birds noted. 

About 12 birds calling frequently. Mainly in older Manna Gums. 

About 6 present. 

A small group calling as they fed amongst the saplings. 

Many noted. Probably about 30 present. 

A few heard calling. 

One calling. 

One calling. 

Several calling. 

Several noted. One nesting. 

Three birds calling from northern edge. Females and a male in non-breeding plumage. 
Three birds landed in a tall Manna Gum, with about 40 White-browed. A large flock > 80 
About 40 birds landed in tall Manna Gums, with 3 Masked Woodswallows. Perched in 
A few seen earlier in the day. 

A few noted. 

A pair nearby. 

A group of about 10 birds present for part of the day. They moved into the Bannockburn 
A few birds hunting insects along the creek. 

One bird on the edge of the bush area. 

Total of 33 species 


Second survey along creek 11 October 2007 


Black Duck 

White-faced Heron 
Horsfield's Bronze-cuckoo 
Skylark 


Several in creek 
One 
One calling 


Other birds observed by Trevor Pescott during mammal surveys 


Brown Goshawk 
Restless Flycatcher 
Blackbird 
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Continued from page 7 peri-urban area, just outside of Geelong. There is, unsurprisingly, 

a high degree of weed invasion on the Rail Trail. Having said that 

Pelargonium rodneyanum (Magenta Stork’s Bill), Bracteantha sp there are some notable and important patches of native grasses 

(Swamp Everlasting). However, on the other side of the ledger and herbs. Investigating the area in November allowed us to see 

we were fortunate enough to locate one Yam Daisy plant, which most of the identified specific in flower. Also, the original 1995 

had not been previously reported. | would emphasise that these survey was undertaken in November. Our knowledge of the fate 

results are preliminary and further investigation would need to be of remnant vegetation communities on the Rail Trail would 

undertaken to confirm our findings. benefit from further, follow-up studies. It may be best to leave this 
until next Spring to get the best results. 

In other respects, it was pleasing to see remnants of grassy 

woodland communities and species hanging on in this urban/ 


Plant list Sweet briar 
Wallaby grass Austrodanthonia sp 
Common tussock grass Poa labillardieri Wattle mat-rush Lomandra filiformis 


Kangaroo grass Themeda triandra Prickly acacia 
River red gum Eucalyptus camaldulensis Milky beauty-heads Calocephalus lacteus 


Black-anther flax lily Dianella revoluta Pale everlasting Helichrysum rutidolepis 
Golden wattle Acacia pycnantha Prickfoot Eryngium vesiculosum 


Pink bindweed Convolvulus erubescens Blue devil Eryngium ovinum 
Bluebell Wahlenbergia sp Yam Daisy Microseris lanceolata 


Sheep’s burr Smooth Rice-flower Pimelea glauca 





Bird list Legend: A: Rail Trail, Whitehorse Rd—Melaleuka Rd; B; Melaleuka Rd c: Gateway Sanctuary 


Common name A B C Comments 


Black Swan 
Pacific Black Duck Four tiny ducklings following adult 
Chestnut Teal 

Little Black Cormorant 
Australasian Pelican 
White-faced Heron 
Cattle Egret 
Australian White Ibis 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 
Swamp Harrier 
Australian Hobby 
Brolga Two birds flying north towards radio masts. One bird flying toward Pt Henry. 
Purple Swamphen 
Dusky Moorhen One bird on a nest among reeds. 
Eurasian Coot 

Masked Lapwing 

Silver Gull 

Rock Dove 

Spotted Turtle-Dove 
Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Rainbow Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 


Purple-crowned Lorikeet 


A pair investigating a hollow in a Red Gum. Many others in a nearby 
flowering Ironbark. 

Red-rumped Parrot Two young birds with adults. Young birds similar to Blue-wings. 
Superb Fairy-wren 


Red Wattlebird 


Two young being fed by adult on Rail Trail. One young at Gateway 
Sanctuary. 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Noisy Miner Only two noted along the Rail Trail. They were harassed by wattlebirds. 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
New Holland Honeyeater 
Magpie-lark Two nests noted along Rail Trail. 
Willie Wagtail 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 
Little Raven 
Skylark 

House Sparrow About 10 nests in dead boxthorn along Rail Trail. 
European Greenfinch 
Welcome Swallow 
Clamorous Reed-Warbler 
Little Grassbird 

Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna Nest in a recently erected nestbox along Rail trail. 
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Plant Group 
...Dick Southcombe 


urther to surveys carried out at Masons' property on Discussion and identification of plants observed at 
Sunday 21 October, our plant group made a second Masons' took most of our time at the November plant 
visit on Saturday 10 November to carry out a vegetation group meeting. Microscopic examination of flowers and 
survey of mainly grassland bordering Spring Creek leaves usually reveals minute insects—another source of 
downstream from the transmission line easement. We did wonderment. 
not complete the streamside survey because we were 
distracted by an array of plants in a woodland on higher Refer to notices on p. 16 for details of the Excursion and 
ground near the road. Picnic Tea on 11 December. 
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Helen Schofield and Valda Dedman surveying plants. Pussy-tails Ptilotus spathulatus located in the woodland. 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan Photo: Lorraine Phelan 


Cad eal 17 RO 
Feather-heads Ptilotus macrocephalus. 
Photo: Lorraine Phelan Photo: Lorraine Phelan 





Reptile report 


Snake-necked Turtle 14/11/07 Lake Lorne. It climbed out of the water onto a log on the central island. 
Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 17.11.07 Karwarren (Otways). Road-killed. 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 19.11.07 | Victoria Terrace Belmont.11.00 am, hot day 


Lowlands Copperhead 10.11.07 | Yaugher 11.30 am on a warm, sunny morning. About a metre long, was sunning 


itself. It was very dark grey, almost black, and the sides of the body were bright 
orange. It is this colouring that leads copperheads to be mistaken for black snakes 
in the Otways. Positive identification came from the somewhat paler head and the 
whitish edging to the scales on the lips. 

Mainland Tiger Snake 16.11.07 | Western Treatment Plant. 11.30 am, hot day. not well marked, being almost 
uniformly dark brown. Both were about a metre long 





Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; TP, Trevor Pescott 
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Butterfly report 


abbage Whites are always around, sightings too numerous 

to record here. Marilyn Hewish was lucky enough to 
experience some of the annual Caper White migration, perhaps 
earlier and smaller than usual. The Common Browns came back, 
right on cue during the third week in November and they will be 
around for months. The smaller males are always out and about 
a few weeks before the females, that rest up during the summer 
heat and are more often observed during autumn. | expect 
numbers of Common Browns to build up over the next few 
months; they are usually quite common about town. 


Other browns of the same Heteronympha genus prefer 
heathland, grassy woodland or forest and can be easily 


Yellow-banded Dart 16/11/2007 |Victoria Tce, Belmont x 1 


Caper White 30/10/2007 |Werribee Gorge x 13 


Caper White 30/10/2007 |Grey St Bacchus Marsh x 1 


Caper White 1/11/2007 |Grey St Bacchus Marsh x 8 


23/11/2007 
23/11/2007 


Imperial Jezebel 
Sword-grass Brown 


Yaugher x 1 
Yaugher x 1 


Common Brown 18/11/2007 


male 


Common Brown 19/11/2007 


Common Brown 20/11/2007 |69 North Valley Rd x 1 male 


Common Brown 26/11/2007 


Australian Painted Lady }30/10/2007 |Werribee Gorge x 1 


Australian Painted Lady }18/11/2007 


23/11/2007 
6/11/2007 
12/11/2007 


23/11/2007 
19/11/2007 


Australian Painted Lady 


Yaugher x 1 
Yellow Admiral Werribee Gorge x 1 


Yellow Admiral Western Treatment Plant x 1 
Yellow Admiral 


Small Grass Blue 


Yaugher x 1 
Newtown x 1 





Lake Rd, near Horseshoe Bend Rd x 1 


Bacchus Marsh Grey St x 1 male 


Stewart’s Rd Reserve x 5 males 


Mt Duneed Recreation Reserve x 1 


... Valda Dedman 


overlooked or misidentified. They all have brown and black 
markings on the upper wings and various eye-spots on the lower 
wings. The underwings vary markedly, so get out your field 
guides. They tend to fly close to the ground. The Bright-eyed 
Brown is the smallest, is found at the highest altitudes and likes 
open forest with a grassy understorey. The Shouldered Brown 
prefers open spaces in grassy woodland. The Spotted Brown 
likes moist patches and creek sides. Cool streams in tall open 
forest are the habitat choice for Solander's Brown. A butterfly- 
spotting trip to the Otways in late January would be a good idea. 


Observers: DK, Dave King; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TP, Trevor 
Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman. 





First for season. 1530 hrs TP 
Flying in 1s & 2s along ridge, resting on low shrubs, MHe 
rocks, track. Yellow Gum-Red Box Woodland 
Flew through garden MHe 
Flew through garden in 1s & 2s, mainly travelling west |MHe 
Warm day. Flying at 6 m TP 
Warm, partly cloudy. First for season TP 
Hot north wind DK 
In garden MHe 
Flew north rapidly above head height. Strong SW 

VWD 
change after 31 degree heat 
Flying actively around vegetation near entrance. VWD 
Warm, sunny 
Resting on track Yellow Gum-Red Box woodland MHe 
above gorge 
Flying about Melaleuca armillaris on top of Mt Duneed. DK 
Warm, windy 
On lavender flowers. Warm day TP 
Resting on rock Red Box woodland high on ridge MHe 
Fine, warm sunny. 1300 hrs TP 
Warm day 1430 hrs TP 
On ornamental daisy. Hot day. 1030 hrs TP 


Bird observations October-November 2007 


L ast month | noted that the predicted November rains may 
rejuvenate the local bush and wetlands. The rains certainly 
came and the Barwon flooded for the first time in many years. 
This created trouble for the Darters whose nests were inundated 
and washed away, but four nests were quickly rebuilt after the 
river level dropped. 


Little Egrets appear ready to nest again at the Grammar School 
site. This is a significant breeding place, as these birds rarely 
nest south of the Murray River wetlands. Other interesting 
breeding records include Australian White Ibis, Nankeen Night 
Heron, Black Kite, Peregrine Falcon, Brown Goshawk and Little 
Corella. 


Freckled Duck have returned to Lake Lorne along with a few 
Pink-eared Duck. A Cape Barren Goose was noted near 
Connewarre. Most of the current local Cape Barren Goose 
population arose from captive-bred birds released from Serendip 
Sanctuary during the 1980s, although some of the captive birds 
may have joined wild populations around Colac. Many of the 
geese still return to Serendip, as they like to breed in the 
predator free enclosures, but there is no longer a managed 
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breeding program. Up to 200 of these geese are often noted 
around the Serendip, so we could expect them to be seen in the 
Geelong area as well. (Info from HANZAB and Serendip Ranger) 


A Sacred Kingfisher has been reported from Balyang Sanctuary. 
The reporting rate for this species was low last year, so hopefully 
we may find more of them this year. White-winged Trillers, White- 
browed Woodswallows and Black-tailed Native Hens appear to 
be more common this year. Rufous Songlark are uncommon in 
our area, with very few breeding records. Their stronghold is to 
the north and west of Geelong, so it is interesting to note the 
report from Batesford. 


The following observations are a selection of those submitted. All 
records will be published in the annual Geelong Bird Report. 


Observers: BAt, Bryant Attwood; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, 
Bernadette Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean Hewish; 
DMe, Dave Metcald; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; 
GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HP, Hugo Phillips; JN, John Newman; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; Mike Traynor; PC, Polly Cutcliffe; RGa, 
Rob Ganly; TFl, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott 











Species 
Stubble Quail 


Freckled Duck 

Cape Barren Goose 
Australasian Shoveler 
Pink-eared Duck 
Darter 


Little Pied Cormorant 


Little Egret 
White-necked Heron 


Nankeen Night Heron 
Australian White Ibis 
Royal Spoonbill 
Black Kite 


Brown Goshawk 
Peregrine Falcon 

Brolga 

Australian Spotted Crake 
Black-tailed Native-hen 
Latham's Snipe 
Bar-tailed Godwit 
Hooded Plover 
Gull-billed Tern 

Little Corella 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Sacred Kingfisher 


Speckled Warbler 
Crested Shrike-tit 


Golden Whistler 
Satin Flycatcher 


White-winged Triller 


Olive-backed Oriole 


Masked Woodswallow 
White-browed Woodswallow 


Dusky Woodswallow 


Grey Butcherbird 
Pied Currawong 
Satin Bowerbird 
Singing Bushlark 


Rufous Songlark 
Brown Songlark 
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Date 
10/11 
14/11 
14/11 
7/11 

2/11 

14/11 
26/10 
14/11 


14/11 


20/10 
16/10 
28/10 
31/10 
3/11 

14/11 


3/11 

19/10 
26/10 
27/10 
14/11 
26/10 
21/10 
10/11 
20/10 
10/11 
26/10 
26/10 
3/11 

5/11 

10/11 
14/11 
8/11 

10/11 
20/10 
14/11 
26/10 
3/11 

8/11 

31/10 
6/11 

26/10 
28/10 
9/11 

27/10 
20/10 
1/11 


21/10 
26/10 
3/11 

15/11 
17/10 
31/10 
11/11 
11/11 
21/10 
19/10 


21/10 
31/10 
14/11 
26/10 
12/11 
20/10 
26/10 
10/11 
26/10 
6/11 

10/11 





Comments 

Buckley, calling. 

Werribee/Lara/Pt Wilson, calling from each grassland/crop. 

Lake Lorne, roosting on central islands. 

Breamlea Rd, Connewarre 

Barwon Downs, a female with 6 fluffy young at farm dam. 

Lake Lorne 

Batesford, on private property. First record here. 

Barwon River opposite Balyang Sanctuary. Currently 4 nests. 
One nest washed away, another probably had eggs spoilt by river 
water. 

Balyang Sanctuary. Birds appear to be sitting on old nests, some 
without repairing them. 

Geelong Grammar School 

Shell Rd, near Freshwater Lake, at small dam. 

Banks Rd, Marcus Hill, at small dam. 

Nortons Rd, Bellbrae, at small dam. 

Lake Rd, Connewarre 

Queens Park golf course. Many birds in and nesting trees 


Serendip. Many nesting still. 

Balyang Sanctuary, one carried a stick. 

Fyansford 

Batesford 

South Rd, Werribee, nesting. 

Buckley Falls park, changeover on nest at 0945. 
Bannockburn, Masons Rd, riding a thermal. 

Aireys Inlet, two nestlings and parent bird nearby. 
Lake Gherang N 

Breamlea Rd, Connewarre, in flooded paddock. 
Batesford, on private property. 

Batesford 

Serendip 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Bancoora, flooded area adjoining carpark. 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Barwon estuary 

Lake Victoria, resting on island in SW ponds. 

Lake Gherang 

Western Treatment Plant 

Queens Park golf course, a pair feeding two nestlings. 
Whites Rd, Mt Duneed, feeding in mown field. 

Balyang Sanctuary, nesting in hole in eucalypt. 
Balyang Sanctuary 

Werribee Gorge, Kellys Gully 

Batesford, different property to others reported. 
Fyansford, nest abandoned after 12 days. New nest nearby. 
Barwon River, Newtown. Building nest on 14/11. 
Otway Ranges, Sheoke PG, female plucking fur from koala. 
Werribee Gorge, Quarry PG. Female; rare here. 
Sheoke Picnic Ground, Otway Ranges, a pair. A pair 1 km away 
building a nest on dead branch high in Blue Gum. 
Bannockburn, on private property , all females or immatures. 
Batesford 

Serendip, including 5 males. 

OGNR, a female and 2 or more males. 

Leopold 

Buckley Falls area. Also calling 1/11, 2/11, 5/11, 12/11. 
McLeods Waterholes, Drysdale 

Whitcombes Rd, Clifton Springs 

Bannockburn 

Newtown, flying high to N at 0630. 


Bannockburn 

Fyansford. First observed nesting 12/10. Nest abandoned 31/10. 
Old Boundary Rd, Werribee, nest in Ironbark, with 2 young. 
Queens Park Golf Course. Nest located 19/9. 

Drysdale, carrying a squeaking, live House Sparrow. 

Lake Elizabeth 

Batesford, feeding on grass verge. 

Buckley 

Batesford, size suggested a female. 

Fyansford. 4 on 7/11, 1 female on 8/11. 

Buckley 


Observer 
JN 

TFI, HP 

BL 

MTr 

TP 

BL 

RGa 

BAt 


BAt 


BAt 
TFI 
TFI 
TFI 
RGa 
BAt 


GMc 
BAt 
RGa 

PC 

TFI, HP 
BAt 
GFNC 
BL, BML 
BL, DMe 
TFI 

RGa 
RGa 
GMc 
BAt 

TFI 
GMc 
BL, BML 
MHe, DHe 
BL, DMe 
TFI, HP 
BAt 
RGa 
BAt 

BAt 
MHe, DHe 
RGa 
BAt 

BAt 

BL, BML 
MHe 
BL, BML 


GFNC 
RGa 
GMc 
BL 
TFI 
BAt 
GMc 
GMc 
GFNC 
CMo 


GFNC 
BAt 
TFI, HP 
BAt 
GMc 
BL, DMe 
RGa 
JN 
RGa 
BAt 

JN 
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January Half-day Excursion 
Saturday 19 January 2008 


Limeburners Lagoon 
& Hovells Creek Reserve, Corio 


Leader: Dave King 


Leave Adams Crt., Eastern Park or 1.30 pm 
at Carpark at end of Foreshore Road, 
adjacent to Geelong Grammar School. [See 
Melways 224 K6] 


Limeburners Lagoon is the estuary of Hovells Creek and 
part of Hovells Creek Reserve. At the point where the 
Creek enters the Lagoon a boardwalk has been 
constructed that traverses the wetlands and terminates at 
the Creek where the White Mangrove community can be 
closely viewed. The White Mangrove, Avicennia marina, 
is the only species endemic to Victoria. A good number 
of birds will be seen on the mud flats and spits. 


Predicted tide conditions are high tide at 11.08 am and 
low tide at 5.50 pm. This means an ebbing tide during 
our visit. 


Contact Dave on 5243 9136 


Mid-week bird group excursion 
Thursday 24 January 2008 


Breamlea—Black rocks 


Leader: Gordon McCarthy 


An excellent area for waders, and (depending on rainfall) 
the swamp along Blackgate Road can have an 
interesting array of water birds/bush birds. 


Meet: 8.30 am at Jerringot Bird Hide, Belmont common 
or 9.00 am at the bridge over Thompson Creek on 
Blackgate Road. 

Bring: Morning tea, hat, sunscreen, sturdy shoes, and 
plenty of water. 

Finish:About midday 


Contact Polly on 5244 0182 


N.B. No excursion in December 
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Plant group 


Excursion and picnic tea 


Tuesday 11 December 2007 


4.00 pm. Park and meet near the toilet block 
on Surf Beach Drive, Torquay—the street 
leading to the Torquay Surf Lifesaving 
Clubhouse. [ Vicroads 297 M6, Melway 

237 G7] 


Bring: The usual Christmas fare to share 


We will walk Spring Creek Reserve (and perhaps Deep 
Creek Reserve time permitting) before finding a pleasant 
spot for tea. 


Contact Dick 5243 3916 


Baw Baw campout 


Friday 25—Tuesday 29 January 2008 


Full details in November Naturalist. For costs and 
payment procedure contact Dick. 


Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 


Eco book group 
29 January 2008 


The Highest Tide by Jim Lynch 


Until now the Eco Book Group has discussed non-fiction 
books. This time: we will be reading and talking about a 
novel. 


The Highest Tide is set on the west coast of Canada and 
the coastal environment is a major element of the story. 


Buy or borrow the book and join us at the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Meeting Room, 8.00 pm. 


Contact Lorraine 0n 5243 0636 as there are some books 
on order at a bookseller. 
Mailing roster 


December: Polly Cutcliffe 
February: Jan Venters 








GFNC COMMITTEE 2007-2008 


President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate Past President Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
Secretary Tim Billington 5221 1169 tbil@optusnet.com.au 
Treasurer Deborah Evans 5243 8687 Deborah.Evans@deakinprime.com 
Minute Secretary Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Committee Member Lynne Clarke 5243 8774 alynneclarke@ozemail.com.au 
. " Bruce Lindsay 5223 2394 brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 


Neil Mclnnes 


0408 102 802 


neil.mcinnes@yahoo.com.au 


i | Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
s " Diana Primrose 5250 1811 dprimrose4@bigpond.com 
" " Hans Streefkerk 5264 5235 streef@bemail.com.au 

w À Peter Williams 5221 3503 peter.w@westnet.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Belmont Escarpment Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Conservation Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Editor Lorraine Phelan 5243 0636 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish 5367 3196 
Jerringot Group Valda Dedman 5243 2374 
Mammal Study Group Trevor Pescott 5243 4368 
Membership Officer Peter Williams 5221 3503 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Web-master Barry Lingham 5255 4291 











Coming events 


DECEMBER 2007 JANUARY 2008 
2 Challenge Bird Count TBA = Summer Wader Count 
4 General Meeting: Members Night 19 Saturday 1⁄2 Day Excursion: Limeburners Lagoon 
11 Plant Group Excursion—picnic tea Leader: Dave King 
TBA Mammal survey Bird Group: My Favourite Spots—Bird Group 
24 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
26-28 Club Campout: Mt Baw Baw 
Leaders: Peter and Kathie Strickland 
29 Eco Book Group 


Consider this for your bookshelf 


How to Treat Bites and Stings, Gerry Swan & Marlene Swan 


This illustrated book list plants and creatures that bite, sting or are poisonous, and what first aid is required. (rrp$16.95) 


GFNC website 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry 
Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated onto the site frequently. 


GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~gfnc/ 
e-mail address: gfnc@vicnet.net.au 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 28 January, 2007. 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Hard copy or diskette (saved as a Word document or .rtf please) 
Photographs—digital as .jpg (100 to 250 KB approx. if sending by e-mail), slides or prints for scanning to 
5 James Cook Dve Wandana Heights, 3216 —OR—e-mail: |lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
For further details phone Lorraine Phelan: 5243 0636 


DISCLAIMER 
The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions 
expressed in this magazine rests with the author of the article. 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 


Geelong Botanic Gardens Friends Room. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 
[Melway Map 452 G4] 


The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided 
that acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 





GEELONG NATURALIST 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC 
A0013708R 

PO BOX 1047, GEELONG, VIC. 3220 

PRINT POST APPROVED 

PP 333139 / 00016 


(first fold) 


POSTAGE 


PAID 
AUSTRALIA 








Printed by Gordon Printery, Geelong 


